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On the 1st of July 2021, the second phase of 548/2014 EU Regulation, which implements the 2009/125/EC Directive and imposes 

the maximum level of losses for transformers, entered into force. Some manufacturers have responded to the challenge of 

reducing the losses by manufacturing power transformers with an elongated core cross-section. In this context, the paper 

proposes an algorithm to generalize the steps (stacks of laminations) sizing procedure for the core cross-section of power 

transformers, an algorithm that allows the transition from a circular to an oblong core cross-section. Thus, the dimensions of the 

lamination stacks making up the core cross-section could be estimated for any predetermined value of cross-section diameter. An 

example of using the proposed algorithm and the impact analysis of the oblong cross-section is applied for an oil cooling power 

three-phase transformer with a 250 kVA rated power. For the oblong cross-section design solution, decreases in the transformer 

core dimensions and no-load losses were obtained. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Increased electricity consumption, with a direct 

correlation to economic progress in any country, has led to 

the global concern for environmental protection and 

resource conservation through increased product efficiency. 

Thus, the 2009/125/EC European Parliament Directive 

(also known as the Ecodesign Directive) is distinctive as it 

establishes the framework for defining ecodesign 

requirements for energy-related products.  

The concern for increasing the energy-related product’s 

efficiency is also found in the power transformers domain, 

which are the most important devices of the power grid and 

whose losses account for about 5 % of the global electricity 

consumption [1]. The design requirements for low, medium 

and high power transformers are imposed by the 548/2014 

(EU) Regulation [2].  So, after the 1st of July 2021, 

transformers that do not meet the minimum requirements 

cannot be placed on the market or put into service. As a 

result, the power transformer manufacturers, who are 

responsible for applying the regulation, have been driven to 

look for new ways to reduce power transformer losses. One 

research direction is the analysis of the factors that 

influence the lamination quality from which the transformer 

ferromagnetic core is made, with effects on the no-load 

losses [3, 4]. A different possibility of losses decrease in 

power transformers is to change the ferromagnetic core 

cross-section type. Some consulting firms and 

manufacturing companies are analyzing and announcing the 

launch of power transformers with an oblong core cross-

section (also known as an oval cross-section) [5–8]. There 

is also a patent for an octagonal section of the core to 

increase the filling factor up to 99 %, which leads to 

decreased losses than the circular or oblong cross-section 

constructive solution [9]. Thus, from the practitioner's 

perspective, it seems that the power transformers with 

oblong core cross-sections have smaller dimensions, lower 

mass, and reduced losses [5–9, 11]. However, the literature 

review revealed very few studies on the oblong core cross-

section transformers, mostly an impact analysis of the shape 

of the oval winding [10–12]. 

This paper proposes an algorithm to generalize the steps 

(stacks of laminations) sizing procedure for the core cross-

section of power transformers. This algorithm allows the 

transition from a circular to an oblong core cross-section. 

Thus, the dimensions of the lamination stacks that the core 

cross-section consists of could be estimated for any 

predetermined value of the cross-section diameter.  

The paper is structured as follows. Section 2 describes 

the proposed algorithm. Its testing is done by customizing 

for a circular core cross-section and comparing the obtained 

results with those existing in the literature. In Section 3, the 

impact of changing the core cross-section from circular to 

oblong on the transformer core dimensions (height, length, 

and width) and its performance (Joule losses, no-load 

losses, efficiency) is analyzed. An example of the proposed 

algorithm is applied for an oil cooling power three-phase 

transformer with a 250 kVA rated power. 

2. POWER TRANSFORMER CROSS-SECTION 

CORE DESIGN 

The power transformer magnetic core consists of thin 

laminations (to reduce eddy currents) of cold-rolled grained 

oriented electrical steel with 0.28÷0.35 mm thickness, g. In 

terms of construction, the magnetic core cross-section is 

rectangular (for low power transformers, Sn < 1kVA) or 

stepped (for Sn > 1kVA) [13–17]. The reason why the core 

cross-section is built-in steps (stacks of laminations) is as 

follows. The lamellar structure of the core would lead to the 

use of a very large number of laminations to fill the surface 

of the core cross-section because, in theory, each 

lamination should have a different width for a perfect filling 

of the circular cross-section (circular cross-section being 

the most economical in terms of conductive material 

consumption). In practice, the number of lamination widths 

available is limited, and the cross-section consists of a finite 

number of stacks or steps. The number of steps and the 

dimensions of each step are standardized elements for each 

manufacturer [14–17]. 

In the literature on the power transformers' analytical 

design, there are some coefficients that relate the diameter 

of the core cross-section to the step widths for the circular 
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core cross-section. These coefficients give the maximum 

possible coverage of the circular cross-section (Fig.1) for 

up to 6 steps [16] or 10 steps [14]. This makes it possible to 

determine the dimensions of the lamination stacks (or steps) 

that fill up the core cross-section. 
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Fig. 1 – The section diameter–step width coefficients, for 
circular core cross-section [16]. 

As far as the oblong cross-section is concerned, no 

procedure has been identified to determine steps sizes. To fill 

this gap, the paper proposes an algorithm for generalizing the 

stepped core cross-section sizing of the power transformer. It 

allows computing the dimensions of each step, (ai, bi), of the 

core cross-section, for several cases: the circular or the 

oblong cross-section, different predetermined diameter cross-

section values, and a various number of steps. The proposed 

algorithm is described below: 

Stage 1. Choosing the core cross-section type based on 

the ellipse equation (the mathematical equivalent of the 

oblong cross-section), equation (1): 

a) for circular cross-section: Dcx = Dcy = Dc (Fig. 2a); 

b) for oblong cross-section: Dcx ≠ Dcy (Fig. 2b); 

Dcx is the diameter corresponding to the first radius of the 

ellipse, and Dcy is the diameter corresponding to the second 

radius of the ellipse (Fig. 2). The values of these diameters 

are analytically predetermined according to the classical 

design. 
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Fig. 2 – Core cross-section types: a) circular; b) oblong: a1 – the 
width of the 1st step (first stacks of laminations width) ; b1 – the 

height of the 1st step (first stacks of laminations thickness) 

Stage 2. Setting the number of steps, ni, to maximize the 

core cross-section area filling; the number of steps 

corresponds to the size of the core section diameter. For 

high power transformers and therefore large cross-section 

sizes, a large number of steps is chosen (in the literature, for 

a circular section, ni is between 3÷11 steps [16]); 

Stage 3. Width computation of the steps, ai, to maximize 

the core cross-section area filling. To do this, generate and 

solve the equation system (2) [14–15]: 

0, 1,
cg
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Acg – geometric core area; 
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n – the number of steps; ai – the width of the steps; bi – the 

height of the steps (the stacks of laminations thickness). 

The geometric core area, Acg, will only be written 

according to the ai. The link between ai and bi results by 

solving the equation (1). For n = 6 steps and using the 

symbolic and numeric computing environment, Maple 12 

[18], were obtained: 

a) for circular cross-section, (Dcx = Dcy = Dc): the (4.1)-

(4.6) equations and the (3) system conversion in (5); 

b) for oblong cross-section, (Dcx ≠ Dcy): the (6.1)–(6.6) 

equations and the (3) system conversion in (7). 

It is easy to observe that (4.1)–(4.6) equations and the (5) 

system corresponding to the circular core cross-section are 

obtained if the Dcx = Dcy = Dc is given in (6.1)–(6.6) 

equations and in (7) system. Therefore, the (6.1)–(6.6) and 

(7) equations represent the generalized formulas and can be 

applied no matter the transformer core cross-section type. 
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The number of laminations stacks widths, ai, is limited 

and is determined by each manufacturer. The width of each 

step must be rounded to the nearest standard value.  

 Stage 4. The steps height computation (the stacks of 

laminations thickness), bi, is obtained using the (6.1)–(6.6), 

equations for the circular cross-section, setting only the 

Dcx = Dcy = Dc condition. For technological considerations, 

the laminations stacks thickness, bi, are rounded to a 

multiple of 2∙g, where g is the thickness of a thin layer. 

The proposed generalization for computing the 

dimensions steps that transformer core cross-section 

consist, for any predetermined cross-section diameter, 

involves determining the coefficients that relate the core 

cross-section diameter(s) to the width of the steps, ai, so 

that the core cross-section is maximum (as shown in Fig. 1, 

for circular cross-section). 
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These coefficients, which can be called "cross-section 

diameter-step width coefficients", can be calculated with the 

(8) equation for a circular core cross-section (Dcx = Dcy = Dc). 
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In the case of an oblong core cross-section, Dcx ≠ Dcy, two 

categories of coefficients, cxi and cyi, corresponding to the 

two diameters of the ellipse, can be computed using: 
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i
xi

D

a
c = , (9.1) 

cy

i
yi

D

b
c = , (9.2) 

where: cxi – cross-section diameter–step width coefficients, 

corresponding to the Dcx diameter; cyi – cross-section 

diameter–step width coefficients, corresponding to the Dcy 

diameter. 

Applying the proposed algorithm, for n = 6 steps and 

using the Maple 12 software, were obtained: 

a) for circular core cross-section (Dcx = Dcy = Dc), the ci 

coefficients in Table 1, the columns numbered with (1). 

Also, in Table 1, the same coefficients from the literature 

[16] are presented in the columns numbered (2). It can be 

seen that almost the same values were obtained, with very 

small differences at the third decimal place; 

b) for the oblong core cross-section (Dcx ≠ Dcy), the values 

of the two coefficient categories, cxi, and cyi, are in Table II. 

From Table 1 and Table 2, it can be noticed that the 

values of the ci coefficients associated with the circular 

cross-section core are identical to the values of the cxi 

coefficients related to the oblong cross-section core. The 

computed coefficients, cxi, and cyi, allow the estimation of 

steps’ sizes for any value of the two ellipse diameters 

without solving eq. (7) and (6.1)–(6.6), see Fig 3. In the 

case of a circular cross-section, the cyi coefficients, 

corresponding to the Dcy diameter, could be used in 

calculating the step height, bi. In this way, the procedure for 

sizing the core circular cross-section is simplified, and it is 

no longer necessary to use (4.1)–(4.6) equations or to apply 
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the Pythagorean theorem, as recommended in the classical 

design literature [15, 16]. 

Table 1 

“Cross-section diameter-step width" coefficients, for circular core section, 

(1) computed and (2) existing in the literature 

3 steps 4 steps 5 steps 6 steps 

(1) 

 

(2) 

[16] 

(1) 

 

(2) 

[16] 

(1) 

 

(2) 

[16] 

(1) 

 

(2) 

[16] 

0.906 0.905 0.933 0.935 0.949 0.950 0.960 0.960 

0.707 0.707 0.795 0.800 0.846 0.847 0.878 0.885 

0.424 0.424 0.606 0.600 0.707 0.707 0.770 0.775 

  0.359 0.355 0.534 0.532 0.638 0.631 

    0.314 0.312 0.479 0.465 

      0.280 0.280 

(1) the values of the cross-section diameter–step width coefficients (ci) 

determined using the proposed algorithm and Maple 12; 

(2) ci coefficient values in the literature [14, 16]. 
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Fig. 3 – Coefficients relating the step sizes to the two diameters of 

the oblong core cross-section 

Table 2 

“Cross-section diameter-step width” coefficients computed for  

oblong core section 

3 steps 4 steps 5 steps 6 steps 

cxi cyi cxi cyi cxi cyi cxi cyi 

0.906 0.212 0.934 0.180 0.950 0.157 0.960  0.140 

0.708 0.142 0.796 0.124 0.846 0.110 0.878  0.099 

0.424 0.099 0.606 0.094 0.710 0.087 0.770  0.080 

  0.360 0.069 0.534 0.069 0.638  0.066 

    0.314 0.052 0.478  0.054 

      0.280  0.041 

3. IMPACT ANALYSIS OF OBLONG CORE CROSS-

SECTION ON POWER TRANSFORMER 

CHARACTERISTICS. CASE STUDY 

The impact analysis of changing the core cross-section 

from circular to oblong, on the core dimensions (height, 

length, and width) and on the transformer performance (Joule 

losses, no-load losses, efficiency), applying the algorithm 

proposed in section 2, has been performed for a three-phase 

oil-cooled power transformer with rated data in Table 3.  

Table 3 

The power transformer data 

Symbol Value Quantity 

Sn 250 kVA Rated power 
V1n 20 kV Rated primary voltage 

V2n 420 V Rated secondary voltage 

I1n 7.21A Rated primary current 
I2n 343.67A Rated secondary current 

PNLn 630 W No-load losses /core losses 

PLLn 4100 W Short circuit losses  
uscn 3% Short circuit voltage 

fn 50 Hz Rated frequency  

 Yy0-12 Vector symbol 
 Al Conductive material  

g 0.35 mm Thickness of the thin layer 

 

The electromagnetic sizing of the magnetic circuit and 

windings of the three-phase oil-cooled power transformer 

has been carried out using a classical analytical design 

algorithm by taking into account the limits for short-circuit 

voltage (±5 %), Joule losses (±10 %), and no-load losses 

(±10 %) [16, 17]. 

For the transformer core circular cross-section, the  

Dc = 160 mm diameter has been obtained. Starting from this 

value, the condition of maintaining the volt per turn value, 

6V, (therefore also the geometric area of the core cross-

section) and a ratio of ½ between the two diameters of the 

ellipse has been imposed for the oblong core cross-section. 

The following values of the two diameters: Dcx = 113 mm 

and Dcy = 226 m have been obtained. The core cross-section 

step dimensions have been computed using the coefficients 

obtained in Section 2 (Table 2). 

The transformer oblong core cross-section required a few 

modifications to the classical analytical design algorithm. 

As an example, for the Joule losses calculation (PLL), it has 

been necessary to recalculate the average winding length of 

the low voltage coils (lavrj) and the average winding length 

of the high voltage coils (lavri), considering the (10) and (11) 

equations for the ellipse perimeter. The dimensions of the 

two windings, high and low voltage (conductors, number of 

turns, height), and the dimensions of all oil ducts 

determined for the circular transformer core cross-section 

have been maintained (Fig 4). 

2 2

2
2

xavrj yavrj

avrj

R R
l

+
=   , (10) 

where: Rxavrj – the average radius of the low voltage coil on 

the Ox axis, calculated with (10.1): 
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cx jD
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a
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Ryavrj – the average radius of the low voltage coil on the Oy 

axis, calculated with (10.2): 
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+
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where: Rxavri – the average radius of the high voltage coil on 

the Ox, axis was calculated with (11.1): 

02
2

cxD i

xavri j j ji

a
R a a a= + + + + . (11.1) 

Ryavri – the average radius of the high voltage coil on Oy, 

was calculated with (11.2): 
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02
2

cyD i

yavri j j ji

a
R a a a= + + + +  (11.2) 

where: aoj – insulation thickness (oil duct) between the core 

and the low-voltage winding; aji – insulation thickness (oil 

duct) between low-voltage and high-voltage windings; aj – 

the low-voltage winding thickness; ai – the high-voltage 

winding thickness. 

 

Fig. 4 –The average winding length calculation of a low-voltage and 
high-voltage turn. 

Tables 4, 5, and 6 compare the results obtained for the 

two design solutions, circular core cross-section, and 

oblong core cross-section, of the transformer. Figure 5 is a 

qualitative comparative view of the core cross-section for 

the two design solutions. 

Table 4 shows that similar values were obtained for the 

geometric core area, Acg, and for the flux density in the 

core, Bc. For the net core area, the 0.95 value of the filling 

factor, kFe, has been considered. It also resulted in: 

– a 7.7 % reduction in core weight, Mcore; 

– a 7.4 % increase in winding weight, MAl. 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

Fig. 5 – Qualitative comparison of transformer core cross-section:  

a) circular section (Dcx = Dcy = 160 mm); b) oblong section  

(Dcx = 113 mm, Dcy = 226 mm) (Maple 12 output). 

Table 4 

Parameters obtained for the two transformer design solutions, circular 

cross-section, and oblong cross-section 

 
Acg 

[mm2] 

Bc 

[T] 

Mcore 

[kg] 

MAl 

[kg] 

Circular cross-section 
(Dc = Dcx  =Dcy = 160 mm) 

18555 1.548 523 88 

Oblong cross-section 
Dcx (113 mm) < Dcy (226 mm) 

18510 1.551 483 94.5 

 

Table 5 shows the effects of changing the core cross-

section type on the transformer core dimensions: the core 

height, Hcore, the core length, Lcore, and the core width, Icore. 

Thus, for the design solution with an oblong core cross-

section, the result is:  

– an 8.8 % reduction in the magnetic core height, Hcore; 

– an 18.7 % reduction in the magnetic core length, Lcore; 

– a 41.3 % increase in magnetic core width, Icore. 

Table 5 

Dimensions of the transformer core for the two design solutions, circular 
cross-section and oblong cross-section 

 
Hcore 

[mm] 

Lcore 

[mm] 

lcore 

[mm] 

Circular cross-section 
 (Dc = Dcx = Dcy = 160 mm) 

1056 755 154 

Oblong cross-section 
Dcx (113 mm) < Dcy (226 mm) 

963 614 217 

 

Table VI analyzes the impact of the transition from a 

circular to an oblong core cross-section on the studied 

transformer performance. In the case of the oblong core 

cross-section design solution, the following was obtained:  

– core losses, PNL, lower with 7.23 %; 

– Joule losses, PLL, higher with 5.46 %; 

– short-circuit voltage, usc, greater with 4.16 %, but 

within the limits of ±5 %. 

Table 6 

Transformer performance for the two design solutions, circular cross-
section and oblong cross-section 

 
usc 

[%] 

PJ 

[W] 

PNL 

[W] 

η 

[%] 

Circular cross-section 
 (Dc = Dcx = Dcy = 160 mm) 

2.99 4005 581 98.57 

Oblong cross-section 
Dcx (113 mm) < Dcy (226 mm) 

3.12 4236 539 98.53 

 

The results obtained in terms of reducing the core height, 

core length, core weight, and no-load losses are consistent 

with existing examples in the literature [9]. 

In addition to reducing no-load losses, it is worth 

highlighting another valuable feature of the oblong core 

cross-section design solution, namely the possibility of 

installing these power transformers in distinctive locations 

with special shapes.  

4. CONCLUSIONS 

The entry into force of the second stage of EU 548/2014 

Regulation, which imposes the maximum level of losses for 

power transformers, has led to research on reducing the 

losses of these devices. One identified research direction is 

to change the medium and high power transformer core 

cross-section from circular to oblong. Thus, the paper has 

proposed an algorithm that generalizes the procedure for 

sizing the stepped core cross-section of the power 

transformers, with the advantage of simplifying the 

transition from circular to oblong core cross-section. 

Therefore, the proposed algorithm allows determining the 

dimensions of the laminations stacks that the core cross-

section consists of for any predetermined value of the 

section diameter. The novelty and the value of the paper are 

given by the computed cyi coefficients values. These 

coefficients were not found in the literature, and by using 

them, the procedure for sizing the circular/oblong cross-

section core is simplified. 

The algorithm, applied for a three-phase oil-cooled 

power transformer with a 250 kVA rated power, led to a 

design solution with an oblong magnetic core cross-section 
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with the following advantages: reduction of core height, the 

core length, core weight, and no-load losses. As for the less 

favorable effects, these consist of a slight increase of the 

core width and Joule losses. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The authors would like to express their sincere gratitude 

to Prof. Leonard Marius Melcescu for suggesting research 

on the oblong core cross-section of power transformers. 

Received on 12 March 2022 

REFERENCES 

1. M. Cuesto, M. Oliva, K. Pollari, Driving down energy losses in 

transformers, Transformers Magazine, 6, 4, pp.67-71 (2019). 
2. Commission Regulation (EU) No 548/2014 (EcoDesign Regulations). 

Online at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/ EN/TXT/?uri= 

celex%3A32014R0548 (accessed in 11.06.2021, 14.02.2022). 
3. L. Dumitru, V. Manescu (Paltanea), G. Paltanea, H. Gavrila, 

Magnetocrystalline anisotropy in thin grain oriented silicon iron 

alloy cut through different technologies, Rev. Roum. Sci. Techn. – 
Électrotechn. Et Énerg., 61, 3, pp. 221–226 (2016). 

4. L. Petrescu, V. Ioniță, E. Cazacu, M.C. Petrescu, Power losses 

estimation for FeSi sheets using algebraic models, Rev. Roum. 
Sci. Techn. – Électrotechn. et Énerg., 64, 1, pp. 23–26 (2019). 

5. Teck Global Website, The Differences Between Square, Oblong and 

Circular Transformer Cores, 2017. Online at: https://teckglobal. 
com.au/news/41-differences-square-oblong-circular-transformer-

core. (accessed in 10.03.2021). 

6. Zenithar Foreign Trade & Consulting Website, How Transformer Core 
Design and Production will be Effected from Eco Design Directive 

Losses?, 2021. Online at: https://www.zenithar.net/how-transformer-

core-design-and-production-will-be-effected-from-eco-design-

directive-losses/. (accessed in 11.06.2021, 15.02.2022). 

7. GBE Website, Resin: also with oval section. 2021, Online at: 

https://www. gbeonline.com/en/resin-aslo-with-oval-section/ (accessed 

in 11.06.2021). 

8. SGB-SMIT Group Website, Oval Core and Coil Geometry for Oil 

Cooled Distribution Transformers, 2016. Online at: https://www. 

sgb-smit.com/epower/latest-issue/epower-issue-032012/epower-

detailansicht/article/oval-core-and-coil-geometry-for-oil-cooled-

distribution-transformers/. (accessed in 15.02.2022). 

9. A. Bertuzzi, Innovative solutions for distribution transformer cores and 

windings, Transformers Magazine, 6, 2, pp.92-101 (2019). 

10. P. Shuai, J. Biela, Influence of material properties and geometric 

shape of magnetic cores on acoustic noise emission of medium-

frequency transformers, IEEE Transactions on Power Electronics, 

32, 10, pp. 7916-7931 (2017).  

11. N. Meško, B. Ćućić, D. Žarko, Short-circuit stress calculation in oval 

windings, Procedia Engineering, 202, pp. 319-326 (2017). 

12. N. Meško, B. Ćućić, D. Žarko, Critical stress of oval foil winding with 

epoxy coated insulation determined using measured equivalent 

modulus of elasticity, Automatika, 61, 3, pp. 388-395 (2020). 

13. T. Tudorache, O. Caiu, Electrical machines. Laboratory works and 

problems, Politehnica Press, 2013, pp. 14-26 and 46-48. 

14. R.M. Del Vecchio et al., Transformer design principles: with 

applications to core-form power transformers, Second Edition, 

CRC Press Taylor and Francis Group, 2010, pp. 9-10. 

15. M. Morega, Optimizare tehnico-economică (Technical and Economic 

Optimization), Course Notes 2018–2019, Faculty of Electrical 

Engineering, “Politehnica” University of Bucharest,. 

16. I. Cioc, C. Nica, Proiectarea mașinilor electrice (Design of Electrical 

Machines), Edit. Didactică și Pedagogică, București, 1994, pp. 

771-905. 

17. N. Bichir, V. Stanciu, Proiectarea şi reproiectarea transformatoarelor 

electrice (Design and Redesign of Electrical Transformers), 

Editura ICPE, Bucureşti, 2001. 

18. Maple User Manual, Copyright © Maplesoft, a division of Waterloo 

Maple Inc. 2014.

 

https://teckglobal.com.au/news/41-differences-square-oblong-circular-transformer-core
https://teckglobal.com.au/news/41-differences-square-oblong-circular-transformer-core
https://teckglobal.com.au/news/41-differences-square-oblong-circular-transformer-core

